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Community First Medical Center, Portage Park
John H. Stroger, Jr. Hospital of Cook County, University Village
Methodist Hospital of Chicago, Ravenswood
Mount Sinai Hospital, Douglas Park
Northwestern Memorial Hospital, Streeterville
Presence Saint Joseph Hospital, Lake View East
Provident Hospital of Cook County, Grand Boulevard
Rush University Medical Center, University Village
Saint Mary of Nazareth Medical Center, Ukrainian Village
Swedish Covenant Hospital, Ravenswood
Thorek Memorial Hospital, Buena Park
University of Illinois Hospital (UIC), University Village
Weiss Memorial Hospital, Uptown
West Suburban Medical Center, South Austin

partner hospitals

rva offices
Austin Community Office
Chicago Police Department Area North Detective Division
Downtown Central Office
John H. Stroger, Jr. Hospital of Cook County Satellite Office
Northside Satellite Office
YWCA RISE Children’s Center



MISSION
Rape Victim Advocates (RVA) is 
an independent, not-for-profit 
organization dedicated to the 
healing and empowerment of 
sexual assault survivors through 
non-judgmental crisis 
intervention counseling,
individual and group trauma 
therapy, and medical and legal 
advocacy in the greater Chicago 
metropolitan area. RVA provides 
public education and institutional 
advocacy in order to improve the 
treatment of sexual assault 
survivors and to effect positive 
change in policies and public 
attitudes toward sexual assault.

VISION
RVA envisions a world where 
prevention efforts and global 
awareness of sexual violence 
expose rape myths, remove 
stigmas, eliminate rape, and 
support all people as equal 
members of society.

Dear Friends,

In recent months, there has been unprecedented national attention brought to the subject of sexual 
violence, and this attention has encouraged many survivors to come forward and seek help. Here in 
Chicago, RVA is well-positioned to provide comprehensive care to any survivor who needs us.

While the Me Too and Time’s Up movements have brought new awareness to the epidemic of sexual 
violence, it remains true that too few abusers are held accountable and far too many survivors lack the 
resources they need to heal.  We also know that it’s not enough to focus only on the aftermath of 
sexual violence—we need to prevent the abuse in the first place. 

Since 1974, RVA has been fearlessly supporting survivors and working to end rape culture. In the past 
fiscal year alone, RVA was able to provide care to 2,043 survivors and their loved ones. RVA educated 
16,236 students to prevent sexual abuse and assault, and reached 2,784 individuals through 153 
professional trainings. There is so much more to do—so many survivors to lift up and empower, so 
many children, schools and universities, businesses, and communities to educate on prevention. 
Together, with our partners and supporters, we are committed and prepared to forge ahead.

RVA is working to create a world where rape is rare and every survivor is 
believed and supported. In the coming year, RVA will be launching strategic 
initiatives to increase our capacity to serve. We are energized more than ever to 
create a better tomorrow and we look forward to sharing important updates 
with you soon on our plans. 

We are thankful for the courage of our clients, the dedication of our volunteers, 
staff, and board members, and the unwavering support of donors like you. 

Thank you for standing with survivors,
Erin Walton, Executive Director



PUBLIC POLICy & 
INSTITUTIONAl ADVOCACY

“I know too many who have suffered from this. The work you do is so important.”

RVA is excited to formalize our Public Policy program. One of the main laws we advocated for in FY17 was the Sexual 
Assault Incident Procedure Act (SAIPA), which passed on January 1, 2017 through the efforts of the Attorney General 
Office (AGO) Joint Sexual Assault Working Group. This task force was created to address concerns about hospital 
billing, amending the Sexual Assault Survivors Emergency Treatment Act (SASETA) to address issues around evidence 
collection and testing in addition to broadening criminal justice reporting options. Members of this task force include 
representatives from the AGO, International Association of Chiefs of Police, Illinois Hospital Association, Illinois 
Department of Public Health, Illinois State Police, Cook County Sheriff’s Office, and Illinois Coalition Against Sexual 
Assault (ICASA), including RVA.  

The law requires victim-centered trauma-informed policies and sexual assault response training for law enforcement 
officers and first responders, including 911 operators. RVA has worked throughout 2017 to implement SAIPA within 
Chicago hospitals and the Chicago Police Department. RVA was the first organization to release FAQs on the law and 
an updated training manual on the law, and was hand selected to attend and present at the first Illinois Law 
Enforcement Training and Standards Board Sexual Assault Investigations Training.  In addition to presenting and 
attending the training, RVA was also invited to attend the first Train the Trainer Session—making RVA one of three 
non-law enforcement entities in the state to currently house a certified law enforcement trainer under the act.

RVA added a new Public Policy program, where we are investing in our work to pass legislation 
that will protect and expand the rights of survivors.



EDUCATION & TRAINING

“Please keep up the amazing work that you do to change our culture.”

Through our violence prevention and public education programming, RVA strives to change 
attitudes toward survivors, share strategies for reducing sexual violence, engage communities in 
discussing healthy relationships, and equip professionals to provide compassionate care. Our 
presentations and workshops—offered in Chicago Public Schools, community groups, social 
service organizations, and faith communities—educate parents, students, teachers, direct-service 
professionals, and clergy to recognize misconceptions about sexual violence and to work to 
prevent it. In addition, RVA has partnered with several colleges and universities to develop and 
implement a comprehensive campus response to sexual assault.

This year, RVA produced and began piloting a book on child sexual abuse called “Ricky Tells His 
Truth.” This book, written and illustrated by RVA staff educators and interns, was a huge success in 
our prevention education efforts with children. We also produced a video campaign this year, 
“Prevent Child Sexual Abuse,” aimed at caregivers. The campaign has received more than 40,000 
views. These two initiatives helped us reach new audiences. Learn more at 
www.rapevictimadvocates.org/what-you-need-to-know/prevent-child-sexual-abuse.

In FY17, RVA educated 16,236 young people (ages 5-18) on how to prevent sexual violence, conducted 24  
presentations to 814 college students, and reached 2,784 individuals through 153  professional trainings. 



CRISIS INTERVENTION,
LEGAL & MEDICAL ADVOCACY

“RVA helped me in civil court. Thank you so much for all you do,
you are an incredible organization.”

In FY17, RVA provided 24-hour crisis intervention to 14 hospitals across the city. Thanks to our 
230 certified volunteer rape crisis counselors, RVA provides the highest volume of medical 
advocacy and crisis intervention services within a single city in the state of Illinois. Staff 
advocates provide follow-up medical and legal advocacy, including services relating to ongoing 
medical treatment, medical billing issues and accessing medications, assistance with filing for 
crime victims’ compensation, accompaniment to police stations, throughout the court process, 
and to obtain protective orders. RVA also provided 1,785 individuals with information and 
referral services.

In 2017, RVA updated the Training Supplement for Medical Professionals, the only one of its 
kind in Illinois, with the newest content to reflect passage of the Sexual Assault Incident 
Procedure Act (SAIPA). Through the updated training manual, in-person trainings, and printed 
materials, RVA ensured that all relevant professionals know how to properly implement the 
resulting new procedures.

In FY17, RVA PROVIDED 912 survivors with legal and medical advocacy, and 678 were 
met in the emergency room (ER). 



TRAUMA THERAPY

“I am grateful to know that I have a safe place and benefited so much 
from counseling following my assault.”

Sexual violence is an emotionally devastating experience, with potentially long-lasting 
consequences, such as post-traumatic stress disorder. RVA ensures that survivors receive effective 
support by providing free and confidential individual, couples, and family trauma therapy, support 
groups, and art therapy. Survivors and their loved ones can benefit greatly from the support of our 
highly trained, trauma-informed therapists.

In FY17, RVA expanded our art therapy and community outreach efforts by growing our trauma therapy 
team as well as community and victim/survivor knowledge about our services. RVA strengthened our 
partnership with The Awakenings Foundation, which operates a gallery dedicated specifically to 
artwork created by survivors of sexual violence. Making Matters, a therapeutic approach that welcomes 
self-exploration, healing, solidarity, community building, and self-care through the art making process, 
was born out of this relationship and was featured on CBS News. To learn more, visit
www.chicago.cbslocal.com/2017/07/18/art-program-safe-place.

In FY17, rva provided 575 survivors with trauma therapy services. 98% of clients receiving 
therapy reported they made progress in their healing because of our services.



WHOM WE SERVE

“The depth and breadth of work that RVA does is so important for survivors 
and community members. It makes Chicago a better city.”accaaaaac

race

Black/African American, 29%

Asian/Pacific Islander, 5%

White, 35%

Latinx, 26%

Native American/Indigenous, 2% Multiracial, 3%

LGBTQ+
clients

In FY17, RVA PROVIDED 2,043 survivors and loved ones wITH crisis INTERVENTION, medical and 
legal advocacy, and TRAUMA THERAPY services.

gender
identity

Female, 88%

Male, 11%

Genderqueer/GNC, 1%

Bisexual, 50% Transgender, 4%

Queer, 21%

Homosexual/Gay/Lesbian, 25%

T



fy17 FINANCIALS

“It's time to do everything I can to protect and empower others.”

ASSETS
Cash and Cash Equivalents
Grants and Accounts Receivable
Property and Equipment, Net
Prepaid and Other Assets
Rental Deposit

Total Assets

LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS

FY17 REVENUE

FY17 EXPENSES

$811,071
641,470

27,184
42,800
14,034

$1,536,559

Accounts Payable
Accrued Expenses
Deferred Lease
Deferred Revenue
Total Liabilities

Unrestricted
Temporarily Restricted
Total Net Assets

Total Liabilities and Net Assets

$17,048
26,162
43,161
74,853

161,224

1,243,419
131,916

1,375,335

$1,536,559

Government Grants
Foundation Grants
Individual Contributions
Service Fees
Special Events, Net
Interest and Miscellaneous Income

Total Revenue

$1,261,190
212,665
154,812
306,315
110,861

2,433

$2,048,276

Program Services
Management and General
Fundraising

Total Expenses

$1,343,902
90,234

166,971

$1,601,107

$701,138
347,234

3,538
23,463
14,034

$1,089,407

2017 2016

$11,911
33,835
45,092
70,403

161,241

696,303
231,863

928,166

$1,089,407

$699,141
331,000
140,048
137,042
111,644

317

$1,419,192

2017 2016

$1,020,258
49,718

161,003

$1,230,979



Champions for Change is comprised of RVA’s most committed supporters who have demonstrated an 
extraordinary level of leadership. Champions work together to make real change in our communities, 
confronting rape culture and ensuring compassionate care for survivors of sexual violence. Champions for 
Change contribute to RVA with a gift of $1,000 or more annually. 

thank you to OUR SUPPORTERS
government & foundations Champions for Change

$50,000+

$10,000-49,999

$5,000-9,999

The Albert Pick, Jr. Fund
Alphawood Foundation 
Anonymous Fund of the Central Indiana Community Foundation
The Blowitz-Ridgeway Foundation
Chicago Foundation for Women
Cook County Health and Hospitals System
The Crown Family
Illinois Attorney General
Illinois Coalition Against Sexual Assault
Illinois Criminal Justice Information Authority
Jack and Jill Foundation
Leo S. Guthman Fund
The Lucy Fund at The Chicago Community Foundation
Michael Reese Health Trust
Polk Bros. Foundation
VNA Foundation

$1,000-4,999
Joy Airaudi
Tracie Anderson
Tom and Azza Andreesen
Anonymous (7)
Ashley Arch
Anne Biere
Glen Browning
Maria Carrillo
Brenda and Rob Crawford
C+R Research
Meredith Darnall
Leslie and Michael Donahue
Early to Bed
Eileen Fisher
Christine Evans
Bea Gatchell and Joerg Rings
Mindy and Seth Gatchell
Jen and Garrett Glawe
Goodman Family Foundation
Jon Hageman
Kimberlee Herold
Melinda Holland and Michael Costello 
Jon Hussain

Anonymous

GE
Christal Henderson
Julie Smolyansky

Anonymous
Blue Cross Blue Shield of Illinois
Catharsis Productions
Consolidated Trading
Julie Kiefer and David Reinisch 
Protiviti 
The Richard H. Driehaus Charitable 
     Lead Trust
Carol and David Stone
Amanda and Guy Van Rooyen
Verizon

Maninderpal Jhattu
Beth Kallmyer
Kelley Kitley
Jacqueline Koesters
Shannon and Bill Kral
Lisa Lanier
Lifeway Foods
Jennifer Miller
Nothing Special Productions
Kendall Perkins
Denis Pierce
Deb Price
Tomoko and Stanley Rasbury
Dan Schmidt
Megan Sidhu
S&P Global
Stefani’s Children’s Foundation 
Katie Stevens
Karen and Steven Stuehrk
Martha Turner
McKaye Whiteside
Britt Whitfield

THIS LIST Includes gifts made cumulatively between July 1, 2016 and December 31, 2017.



BOARD OF DIRECTORS

STAFF

Tracie Anderson, Secretary
Tom Andreesen, Treasurer
Anne Biere, President
Julie Cameron
Gray Mateo‐Harris*, JD
Christal Henderson
Beth Kallmyer, MSW,  Vice President

Courtney Cobbs, Sexual Assault Multi-Disciplinary Team Trauma Therapist
Beth Enterkin, Trauma Therapist and Clinical Training Specialist
Jordan Ferranto, Central Trauma Therapist and Art Therapist
Bea Gatchell, Northside/Central Trauma Therapist
Sidoni Gonzalez, Advocacy Services Supervisor
Rachel Hastings, Legal and Medical Advocate 
Bianca Herrera, Case Management Specialist 
Leah Hungerford, Director of Finance and Administration
Elexys Isidore, Medical and Legal Advocate
Sarah Layden, Director of Programs and Public Policy
Reneé Miranda-Beristain, Trauma Therapist and Clinical Intern Supervisor
Dr. LaShanda Nalls, Director of Trauma Therapy
Tory Morris, Administrative and Development Assistant
Erandi Oregel, Stroger Legal Advocate
Lindsey Powell, Marketing and Communications Associate
Jessica Salgado, Bilingual Youth Educator and Counselor
Carolina Sánchez, Children’s Legal and Medical Advocate
Daniella Sanchez, Central Legal and Medical Advocate
Candice Tindell, Training and Outreach Coordinator
Jennie van den Boogaard, Director of Development
Victoria Vazquez, Medical Advocacy Coordinator
Erin Walton, Executive Director
Blaine Washington, Trauma Therapist
Brendan Yukins, Prevention Educator

Jackie Koesters 
Bill Kral, MBA
Naina Jain*, MBA
Courtney Revis, JD
Carol Stone, AM, LSW
Nicole Sunderlin
McKaye Whiteside

DeVona Alleyne, Austin Trauma Therapist
Maggie Arthur, Northside Prevention Educator
Mariá Balata, Director of Advocacy Services
Grissel Blackmon, Northside Legal and Medical Advocate
Brittny Blackwood, Advocacy Volunteer Coordinator 
Tirzah Blanche, Sexual Assault Multi-Disciplinary Team Advocate
Megan Blomquist, Director of Education and Training
Lillian Cartwright, Interim Director of Education and Training
Jasmin Cervantes, Bilingual Sexual Assault Multi-Disciplinary Team Advocate

*Board of directors term ended after FY17.



Rape Victim Advocates (RVA) is a leader in the fight to eradicate sexual violence and end rape culture in 
the Chicago area. RVA provides crisis intervention, medical and legal advocacy, and trauma therapy 

services to survivors and their loved ones. We also work to prevent sexual violence through our education 
and training programs and through our public policy agenda. Our services are available in English and 

Spanish, and are free of charge for survivors and their loved ones. 

180 N. Michigan Ave. Suite 600    |     Chicago, IL 60601
(312) 443-9603     |     info@rapevictimadvocates.org    |     www.rapevictimadvocates.org
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